
NEWSLETTER



DEPARTURES...

A new year has begun and already the team has changed. 
Our life is thus made up of departures and arrivals to respond to the Lord's call
for mission. 

NEW BEGINNING
“I continue my pursuit in hope that I may possess it, since I have

indeed been taken possession of by Christ (Jesus).”(Philippians 3:12)

Our group of brothers has decreased
with two departures. Despite all that we
have managed to build together during these
two years, Brother Marie Van responded
generously to the necessity of the priory of
Lomé to have a superior. For his part, our
young Ethiopian brother Antonios left also to
continue his training in Cameroon (Country
which he already knows well and
appreciates). We pray for both of them. 

As for us, we rejoice at the return of
Brother Lazarus of the Mother of God. He
was on pastoral experience in Addis from
2019 to 2021. We will benefit from his
experience in Ethiopia but also from all the
training and experience he has received
since then (he comes from Lomé). He left us
as a trainee, he came back as a priest!

… AND A RETURN!

NEW MOMENTUM
With this new team of 5, we bravely start the year by rolling up our sleeves for the challenges
that await us. I'll let you discover them in the following article.

Brother Benoît David



"Christ [...] fully manifests man to himself and enables him to
discover the sublimity of his vocation hidden in the heart of the
Eternal" (cf. Gaudium et Spes, no. 22)

Dear friends,

The vocation does not belong to us: it is a
free gift of Christ, offered to each one of us in
order to respond freely, to flourish and to build
the Kingdom of God with his talents as well as
with his limitations.
We are grateful to share with you two
immense joys:
- The ordination of Brother Yakob, the first
Ethiopian brother in our community. Currently
assigned to the Priory of London, he will be
ordained a priest on November 22, 2025 in
Meki, his diocese of origin, 200 km south of
Addis Ababa.

VOCATIONS 
Brother Philippe François

These young people, full of hope, are
entrusted to the responsibility of the five
brothers of our priory: a task that is
demanding from a human point of view
and requires us to be both available and
witnesses of Christ in our religious life for
their formation. It is also a material
challenge: welcoming them free of charge
for a year is only possible with the help of
Providence.

Following the example of Saint John the
Baptist, we believe that it is by bearing
witness to the living and risen Christ in our
midst that we will be able to guide those
whom God places on our path.

In this Jubilee Year, with the arrival of these
young vocations, we feel called more than
ever to be witnesses of "the hope that does
not disappoint". (Romans 5:5).

We thank you already for your support,
spiritual and material, through your prayers
and your donations, which allow our mission
to bear fruit. 
Be assured of our faithful prayers for each
one of you.

-The arrival of new vocations: since
October 1 , we have been welcoming several
young vocations to Addis Ababa: four
Kenyans for our community and two Ethiopian
candidates who are being trained for another
community. They desire to discern God's call,
especially attracted by our religious life.

st



6 SUMMER FORMATION
CAMPS WITH THE

BROTHERS IN ADDIS ABEBA 
“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.” (John15:12)

When people ask whether the Brothers enjoy
nice Summer holidays, we smile...since we
organized 6 camps located in various areas,
with the aim of a holistic formation of the whole
human development of young people. Let me
tell you about three camps specifically.

We started with street boys at Don Bosco
Center and focused on "Forgiveness" as the
main aim for that camp. Why? Because those
boys picked up from the streets of Addis
Abeba by the dedicated Salesian Fathers and
true spiritual sons of St John BOSCO, need to
learn to forgive. Their story is often very sad
due to a terrible childhood. It was beautiful to
hear many boys agreed on the necessity to
forgive those who hurt us if they wanted to
regain some hope to move on in their life. 

Another camp took place at a Catholic
Orphanage in Kidane Mihret where we could
lead them to adore Jesus in His Eucharistic
Presence.

The "Charity Camp", with 200 poor children
and teens in Gambo, about 6 hours South
from Addis Abeba. It was a 7 days very
intense camp, with the sisters of Mother
Teresa and two very dedicated priests.
The next two camps with a lots of University
students, were focused on "Formation" and
"Vocation". Then, two camps took place at
the priory with Ethiopian families and
teenagers.

May God particularly bless our benefactors
for all those camps!

Father Antoine du Desert

If you want to support us (we are very
grateful) you can find the link for

donation at left. May God bless you!

We do a small survey for our
newsletter. We will be pleased to

receive your feedback. 

https://forms.office.com/r/LC1nVLSjH6
https://freres-saint-jean.soutenir-eglise.fr/Addis-Abeba/~my-donation
https://freres-saint-jean.soutenir-eglise.fr/Addis-Abeba/~my-donation

